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free.On Thursday, a jury in Santa Fe County,
New Mexico, found a former city police officer

not guilty of negligent homicide in the
shooting death of an unarmed 17-year-old

who said he was running from a traffic stop.
During a monthlong trial in which the physical

evidence contradicted several key points in
the officers’ narrative, the defendant officer
argued that he was “robbed of his right to

life.” But on Friday, Judge Kristin B. Gonzalez
chose not to sentence the officer, and instead
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sentenced him to probation and community
service. The verdict, announced on the

morning of the sentencing, is a victory for the
plaintiff’s family, which sued after the

shooting in 2013, and indicates that the legal
system appears to have found the officer’s

account of the events a little too farfetched to
believe. The shooting is particularly troubling

in the context of state and local law
enforcement’s treatment of those with mental

illness — a background issue that will be
present in virtually every fatal shooting of a
mentally ill person. Between 2008 and 2012,

more than 80 percent of the 1,099 people
killed by law enforcement were victims of

mental illness; of those people, nearly a third
were shot and killed by police. There were a
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few people killed by police officers last year
who had a psychiatric history — most of them
who were not suffering from mental illness in

the moment of their deaths. These are the
incidents that have been well-documented

and publicized. The incidents that result in a
justified use of force still occur. This year, 18

mentally ill people were killed by law
enforcement. And the figures go back farther.

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention has published a study of fatal law

enforcement shootings of the mentally ill over
20 years, based on media reports. In the first
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